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very commodious; yet with some travell [i.e. labour] there is
water enough to be had.
The twentie-third of December we departed from this iland
of S. Mary; and the twentie-fift (being Christmas Day) we came
into the baye of Antongill, and came to an anchor in eight
fatham water betweene a small iland and the mayne; lying in the
bottome of the baye, a very good and a safe roade. But the best
riding is neerest under a small iland, for the defence of the
winde that bloweth there. For while we abode in this baye
there blew an exceeding great storme, and those of our shippes
that road neerest the small iland, beeing under the wind, sped
best; for two of our ships drove with three anchors ahead, the
ground being ozy and not firme. At our going aland in the little
iland we perceived, by writing upon the rockes1, of five Holland
ships which had beene there and were departed about two
monethes before our comming in, and had had some sicknesse
among their men and had lost (as we perceived) betweene one
hundred and fiftie and two hundred men while they roade in
that place2.
The next day after our comming to an anchor we went aland
to the mayne iland, where the people presently repaired to us
and made us signes of the five Holland ships departed, and that
they had bought the most part of their provision. Yet they
entred into barter with us for rice and hennes, oranges and
limons, and another fruit called plantans; and held all at high
rates and brought but a pedlars quantitie. Our market was neere
to a great river, into which we went with our boats, and some
men which were appointed to be buyers went ashore. The rest
remained in the boates, alwaies readie with their weapons in
their hands, and the boates some fifteene or twentie yardes off
into the water, where the people could not wade to them, and
1 It was a common practice to carve upon rocks at a roadstead the dates of
arrival and departure of ships, for the information of later comers. Some of
those carved at Table Bay are now in the Cape Town Museum; and similar
ones are preserved at St Helena.
3 This was part of the fleet of thirteen vessels which left Holland in April
1601, under Jacob van Heemskerck and Wolphert Harmensz. At the Azores
it divided, part going (under Heemskerck) to the Moluccas and part (under
Harmensz.) to Mauritius and Bantam. Heemskerck's ships stayed twelve
days in Antongil Bay, leaving again on 29 August.